FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
come within an ace of starting another European war,
in which England, France, and Austria would have been
fighting shoulder to shoulder for the prime object of
preventing the King of Prussia from swallowing up the
whole of the neighbouring Kingdom of Saxony, with the
backing of Russia, whose part of the bargain it was
to absorb the lion's share of a re-enslaved Poland. For
Prussia had emerged from her eclipse stronger than
ever, with that wonderful toughness and resiliency that
was the greatest of her qualities, and prepared to go on,
where she had left off, with that ruthless process of adding
tract to tract and province to province, until she achieved
her first purpose of substituting her own King Stork for
the Austrian King Log in the sovereignty of Central
Europe. After which. . . .
Before the eyes of the Vienna diplomatists, in that
hectic winter during which the eyes of the world saw only
a splendid pageant of the victor dynasts, the danger to
Europe had taken sudden and startling shape in what was
conceivably destined to be its ultimate form, that of an
alliance between two kindred systems of tyranny. The
spirit of that rule was defined with admirable lucidity
by one of the Prussian representatives, von Humboldt,
who informed the French plenipotentiary, Talleyrand,
" Might is right; we do not recognize the law of
nations to which you have appealed."
The danger passed as quickly as it had arisen ; Prussia
was convinced, by the only argument capable of con-
vincing a Prussian, that this particular way was, for the
moment, barred ; and with her customary resourcefulness
she solaced herself with other German pickings in the
West that, as it turned out, put her in an even better
way towards attaining her goal.
That Castlereagh or any other English statesman was
capable of seeing so far into the future as to realize
consciously whither all this was tending, is not to be
believed, though to a not inconceivably far-sighted
observer it might have been apparent, even then, that
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